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Protecting Outstanding River Ecosystems in the Western United States
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watershed of Goose
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tributary to the South
Fork Smith River.
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GOOSE CREEK PURCHASE CLOSES

o bring back California’s wild
I salmon runs, the first priority
is to protect the healthiest

streams, like the Smith River on the
Redwood Coast. To this end, Western
Rivers Conservancy (WRC) has just
taken a significant step to ensure that
the Smith will run clear and cold
forever, just as salmon and steelhead
WRC has purchased 5,100
acres along Goose Creek,
tributary and headwaters to the South
Fork Smith River. This completes the

require.
largest

first phase of a project to conserve
9,501 acres — the remaining privately-owned
portions of the Goose Creek watershed.

WRC acquired the Goose Creek lands from
Green Diamond Resource Company, and conveyed
them to the US. Forest Service to be part of the
adjacent Smith River National Recreation Area

(NRA), where Goose Creek’s incredible scenic and

Headwaters of the Smith Rlver Protected

The Smith River is famouns in California and across the
globe for its clear waters and record-sige steelbead.

wildlife resources will be protected for future
generations. WRC has partnered on this project
with the Smith River Alliance, California Trout and
Del Norte County.

Thanks to the efforts of California Senators

Dianne Feinstein and Barbara Boxer and
Representative Mike Thompson, the Goose Creek
Project has received $3.1 million from the federal
Land and Water Conservation Fund over the past two

years, allowing the conveyance of the first 5,100 acres

Please see Smith River, back page

New Project will Create Salmon Refuge on the Hood Rlver

ANOTHER DAM REMOVAL PARTNER SHIP

n an exciting new opportunity, Western Rivers
Conservancy is joining a comprehensive effort to
remove a dam and restore Oregon's Hood River, an
important salmon and steelhead stream that flows
from the glaciers of Mount Hood northeast into

the Columbia River Gorge.

Western Rivers Conservancy is working
alongside PacifiCorp to remove the hydropower
project on the river and establish a salmon and
wildlife sanctuary immediately upstream from the
city of Hood River. PacifiCorp will remove
Powerdale Dam, the only dam on the mainstem
river, and donate approximately 600 acres of land
along three miles of the river. WRC will acquire

adjacent private lands to complete and extend the

We are belping to create a salmon and wildlife mncz‘m@/
Just upstream of the city of Hood River.

sanctuary. An historic powerhouse on the property
is slated to become an environmental and education

Please see Hood River, page 3
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A diverse riparian fringe
shelters Deer Creek’ clear
waters, at its confluence
with Squaw Creefk.

Remmants of old-growth
Jorest are rare and
important habitat in
the Sandy River basin.

BioLodicaL ‘Hot Spor’

n January 10, WRC President

Phil Wallin showed up on the
courthouse steps in Grants Pass,
Oregon, and successtully purchased
the Deer Creek Ranch at a
foreclosure sale auction. In May
2006, we will take title to this 870-
acre ranch located on Deer Creek, a
major tributary to the Illinois River
in the heart of the Klamath-
Siskiyou bioregion. This region is one of Western
Rivers Conservancy’s top priorities for conservation
because of its rare biological diversity and healthy
streams like Deer Creek and the Illinois River.

Working with the Siskiyou Field Institute,
Southern Oregon University and Humboldt State
University, WRC and partners will convert the ranch
buildings on the property into a center for research
and education focused on the surrounding rare
ecosystems. As an outdoor classroom and laboratory,

the Deer Creek Ranch is strategically located near

WRC Buys Ranch Along Oregons Deer Creek

A ranch house on
the property will
be headquarters
Jor the future
research and
education center.

biological ‘hot spots’ such as Eight Dollar Mountain
and Squaw Creek. These nearby sites support an
unusually high diversity of rare and endemic flora and
fauna. For example, the forested lands along the Deer
Creek Ranch include fens that host an abundance of
the carnivorous Darlingtonia californica (cobra lily).
The research and education opportunities at Deer
Creek will benefit students, community members and
visitors alike for years to come.

A private foundation in Atlanta, Georgia,
committed a $3 million challenge grant to fund the
project. WRC plans to hold the property until the
Siskiyou Field Institute and Southern Oregon
University take ownership later this year. m

Headwaters, Habitat Link and Forest Protected in Sandy Basin

Western Rivers Conservancy has purchased
the headwaters of the Little Sandy River!

; The 332-acre property is
f on the western flank of
North Mountain and
includes seventy acres of
old-growth forest and a
wetland that forms the
beginning of the Little
Sandy River.

The North Mountain
property, purchased from
Longview Fibre Company,
is an in-holding within the
Bull Run Watershed Management Unit, which is the
source of Portland’s drinking water supply. With
tunding provided by Portland General Electric
(PGE) as part of their Clackamas River hydro
relicensing, WRC will likely convey this property to
the adjacent Mount Hood National Forest that
manages the Bull Run Watershed Management Unit.

Western Rivers Conservancy has added another
property to the habitat link we are creating between

OUR BACKYARD PROJECT MOVES FORWARD

the old-growth forest reserves in the Salmon-
Huckleberry Wilderness Area to the south and the
Bull Run Watershed Management Unit to the north.
WRC purchased an 80-acre forested property on the
edge of the
Wilderness Area from Weyerhaeuser Company. We

northern Salmon-Huckleberry
will convey this property to the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) in early 2006. WRC began to
create this habitat connection in 2001 when we
purchased the Dodge Ranch along two miles of the
Sandy River, and in 2002, when we purchased a 204-
acre property along Wildcat Creek. These properties
will link critical habitat and migratory corridors for
species that depend on old-growth conditions.

We reported in our Fall 2005 newsletter that
PGE donated to WRC a 47-acre parcel that harbors
the last significant concentration of riparian old-
growth forest along the middle Sandy. Recently,
WRC conveyed this rare, remnant stand of old-
growth forest to the BLM. The property is now
managed as part of the BLM’s Sandy River Area of

Critical Environmental Concern. m
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Hood River, Continued
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center to benefit the Hood River

community.

WRC will work with partners to
devise a strategy for restoring

steelhead and wildlife
habitat along three miles of the

salmon,

lower Hood River, helping to
restore the river corridor to its
natural condition. This will involve
determining the best long-term land

and

stewardship group to enforce a

manager creating a local

conservation easement over the
lands. WRC will partner with a
metal recycling company to remove

a three-mile-long steel flume.

When the project is complete,
the Hood River will become a
significant refuge for endangered
runs of Columbia River salmon.
Removal of the dam and flume will
restore free passage to migrating

salmon and steelhead.

The Hood

Railroad crosses the river on the

historic Mount
edge of downtown, adding a
charming and scenic element to the
project. Moreover, the public will
have continued access to the stream
for fishing and other recreational
uses compatible with the project’s

conservation goals.

This is the second time Western
Rivers Conservancy has partnered
with a utility to remove a dam and
create a salmon sanctuary on an
important Columbia River tributary.
Portland General Electric, our
partner on the Sandy River, will
remove Marmot Dam in 2007. »

WRC Will Conserve Tract
Along South Fork Trinity

TREASURED CALIFORNIA FISHING STREAM

California’s South Fork Trinity River is a
celebrated tributary to the Klamath River

that once hosted an abundance of native

steelhead, chinook and coho salmon. However,

populations of anadromous fish have been
declining since the 1960s due to harmful
sediment loading caused by flooding, landslides,

logging and road-building.

As California’s longest Wild and Scenic river,
the South Fork Trinity is now the subject of

increased restoration efforts, particularly efforts

to limit the potential for harmful sediment

loading.

Joining in this effort,
Western Rivers Conservancy
recently signed an agreement
to purchase a 160-acre private
in-holding within the Shasta-
Trinity National Forest. The
property has one-half mile of
frontage on the river in the
heart of the most productive

spawning reach fOI‘ steelhead

Project/ i,
. Area )

and chinook salmon. However, the property’s steep, unstable

steam banks have a high erosion potential, and are vulnerable to

logging and slope failure.

WRC will purchase the land and partner with the local

Trinity River Land Conservancy to conserve this important

part of the river from any further loss of habitat for salmonids

and other wildlife. Once protected, the property will be a place

to tell the recovery story of the decimated spring chinook runs.

The result will be cleaner, clearer waters along this critical

spawning reach, helping to bring back the Trinity’s once-great

runs of salmon and steelhead. m

Introducing Riverlands Express
WRC LAUNCHES E-NEWSLETTER

n November, we sent the inaugural issue of

Riverlands Express, our new e-Newsletter.

It’s a free and simple way to get updates on our latest

river conservation news, right in your e-mail inbox.

Visit www.westernrivers.org to subscribe today. =
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160 acres along one

of the best salmon and
steelhead spawning
reaches on the South
Fork Trinity River.

Subscribe to our i\(‘j}\'
new, quarterly ==
e-Newsletter at
www.westernrivers.org
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Smith River, Continued

Three New Members Join Board

RC is thrilled to welcome
V. V three new members to our

Board of Directors.

ovse Creek

Western Rivers
CONSERVANCY
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OuR Mission
Western Rivers Conservancy

acts to protect outstanding river
ecosystems in the western United
States. We acquire land to
conserve critical habitat, provide
for compatible public use and
enjoyment and cooperate with other
agencies and organizations to secire
the health of the whole ecosystem.
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STAEE
Phillip Wallin, President
Sue Doroff, Ve President
Hannah Davidson, Director
of Finance and Administration
Josh Kling, Project Manager
Russ Pinto, California Director
David Wilkins,
Development Director
Jenny Andrews,
Communications Manager
Allison Barra, Administrative
and Development Assistant

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Doug Ballinger, Woodside, CA
Ken Grossman, Chico, CA
Nan McKay, Gig Harbor, WA
Andrew Millet, Portland, OR
Cleve Pinnix, Olympia, WA
Jon Roush, Portland, OR
Phillip Wallin, Portland, OR
Norb Wellman, Portland, OR

into the NRA. In a highly competitive
funding process, Goose Creek continues
to stand out as a nationally significant

acquisition,

Once the project is complete, the
NRA will provide improved access to the
rugged, scenic area for fishing, hunting,

backcountry camping and kayaking.

The Goose Creek Project is supported
with grants from the Richard and Rhoda
Goldman Fund, Resources Legacy Fund

Foundation,

Compton

Foundation and Wildlife Forever. m

Foundation,

Heller Charitable and Educational Fund,
Weeden Foundation, Norcross Wildlife

Pacific

Doug Ballinger is President of
Printra, a Bay Area company
specializing in Internet software for
the printing industry. An avid
fisherman and river enthusiast,
Doug is also on the Board of
Directors of California Trout.

Nan McKay has been a leading

voice for water quality in the
Northwest for decades.

Welcome, new Board Menibers!m

GIVE THE WORLD THE GIFT OF RIVERS!

e

Nan now serves as Environmental Dou B a/z'ﬂer,
Sustainability Program Officer for Nancy McKay
the Russell Family Foundation in 4,7 Jo Roush
Gig Harbor, Washington.

Jon Roush has been a leader in conservation since
the 1970s, having served as Executive Vice President
of The Nature Conservancy and President of The
Wilderness Society, as well as as a sustainable rancher
in Montana. He now lives in Portland where he and
his partner, Joyce Chinn, run a consulting practice.

Support the Work of Western Rivers Conservancy

ur operations are made possible by recent gifts from the people, foundations, businesses and
organizations listed below. We are grateful to each and every one of them. Thank you! [ ]

INDIVIDUALS

John Alfers

Doug Ballinger

Scott Ballinger

Susan Ballinger

Ken Berg

Alexander Bing, III

Shawn Boles and Melva
Edrington-Boles

Harold Boswell

Bruce Bothwell

Thomas Brady

Joseph and Helen Breed

Gil Brentley

John Callaghan

Andrew Carson

Yvon Chouinard

James Coleman

Brewster and Rebecca
CrOSby

Tim Crosby

Bruce Cross

Martha Crouse

Phil and Cathy Davis

Milton Diamond

Rocky and Julie Dixon

Stan Doroff

Cecil Drinkward

Gary Duyck

Dave and Nancy Ellis

Kenneth Foust

Bill Gardner

Terry and Sharon Gatz

Mark Gildenhar, MD

Dr. Robert Grimm

James Hanson

Jack and Susan Havens

Marty and Cindi Healy

Willis Heavenrich

Jack and Frances Henning

Kitby Hill

Greg Hoffman

Michael Hom

Betsy Jewett

David Johnson

Frederick Johnson

Andrew Kelly

Josh and Weezie Kling

Mary Komachi

Joseph Laplante

Jack and Lynn Loacker

Marilyn McDonald
and Willy Weeks

Larry and Suzi McKinney
Edward Meyer
Julie Miles and

Randy Allworth
Jack and Kate Mills
Adam Mims
Marilyn Missimer
Stephen Morris
Patricia Munoz and

Dorcas Adkins
Phoebe Olson
William Owen
Larry Paradis

Sondra and Gordon Pearlman

Lori Phillips

Cleve and Marty Pinnix

Camilo Pool-Garcia

Dave Pritchett and
Cornell Hartford

James Prochnau

Maggie Purves

Chris Rawson

Terry Read

Bruce Reed

James Riordan

Rob Sims

Jane Smith

Soren and Jill Smith

Ronald Steenerson, MD

Mel Strange

Charles Swindells

Janet Tankersley

Eugene Tennyson, Jr.

James Tschimperle

Chas Wade

Dr. J. V. Ward

Keith Warren

Helen Weber

Dr. William and
Patricia Weeden

Norb and Anne Wellman

C. Stephen White
Sara Whitner

Dennis and Cynthia Wiancko

David Wilder
David Wilkins and

Serena Crawford
Leland Wilson
Richard Wilson
Mark Wiltrakis
Richard Wolf
Phyllis Yes

FOUNDATIONS

Auzten Foundation

L.P. Brown Foundation

Newman's Own Foundation

The Page Foundation

Schamp Family Fund of
The Oregon Community
Foundation

The Southways Foundation

BUSINESSES AND

ORGANIZATIONS

Gaia Capital Management
Garvey, Schubert & Barer
Kerr Pacific Corp.
Magneto Brand Advertising
The Mountaineers
Northwest Fly Fishing
Magazine
Portland General Electric
Rhino Digital Printing
Sierra Nevada Brewing Co.
Wildlife Forever (MN)

Tax-deductible donations may be sent to Western Rivers Conservancy’s Portland office. Please visit our website,
wiww.pesternrivers.org, or call David Wilkins, Development Director, at (503) 241-0151 for more information.
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