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The north channel of the Alsea River
flows into Alsea Bay. The estuary provides
essential habitat where young salmon forage
and take shelter.

New Alsea River Purchase

Will Help Restore Coho

OREGON COASTAL SALMON

estern Rivers Conservancy (WRC) has committed
to purchase land on the Alsea River estuary that will
complete an effort to restore some of the best coho

salmon habitat remaining in Oregon.

WRC will buy 287 acres that straddle Drift Creek and the
North Channel of the Alsea, a backwater area with saltwater
marsh and healthy eelgrass beds that serves as a nursery for young
fish and spawning grounds for marine species. The property will
merge with an adjacent 1,400-acre tract that WRC purchased in
2002, which is now the focus of a large coho recovery effort as

part of the Siuslaw National Forest.

Continued, page 2
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Another Critical Step on the Bear River

here the Bear River flows into the

Great Salt Lake, a vast wetland
attracts a diverse gathering of birds unlike
any other in the West. Here, the Bear River
Migratory Bird Refuge protects more
than 100 square miles of vital nesting and
feeding habitat for millions of feathered

ViSitors.

Asapremier stronghold for western birds,
the Bear River Refuge is in need of further
protection. Western Rivers Conservancy is
seizing several opportunities to purchase
land in the Bear River delta, expanding the
refuge’s sheltered habitat for more than
200 species of migratory birds, waterfowl

and shorebirds.

In Aprﬂ, Western Rivers Conservancy
committed to purchase a 580-acre private

property within the refuge boundary

GREAT SALT LAKE ECOSYSTEM

and just down the road from the James
V. Hansen Wildlife Education Center.
This adds to a 696-acre property, located
near the entrance to the refuge, which
WRC began acquiring in 2009. The lands
will be conveyed to the US. Fish and
Wildlife Service, expanding the refuge and

enhancing the visitor experience.

Together, these properties will conserve
feeding, nesting and rearing areas for a
tremendous array of waterfowl, including
ducks, geese, egrets, avocets, tundra swan,
American pelican and black-necked stilts.

The Bear River begins high in Utah’s
Uinta Mountains, then snakes through
Wyoming and Idaho and back into Utah

to become the largest source of fresh water

for the Great Salt Lake. =
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Three More Properties
Conserved on Hoh River

WASHINGTON’S OLYMPIC PENINSULA
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decade into our work on the Hoh River, we reached a
major milestone with nearly 7,000 acres protected.
However, Western Rivers Conservancy is still working to
protect strategic properties and habitat along the Hoh River,
which supports the most diverse native salmon and steelhead
runs in the lower Forty-Eight.

In April, WRC conserved three properties totaling 60
acres and conveyed the land to the Hoh River Trust. These
acquisitions preserve open space, floodplain forests and healthy
side channels where young salmon rear. They are adjacent to
previous acquisitions, creating a larger block of conserved
habitat in the ownership of the Hoh River Trust.

These conveyances were made possible by a grant from the
US. Fish & Wildlife Service’s Cooperative Endangered Species
Conservation Fund and our grant partners at the Washington
Department of Natural Resources. Washington Congressman
Norm Dicks has played a major role supporting this project

and fostering its success.

! With our partners, Western Rivers Conservancy will continue

o G S . e - !:;:-;_ = . | to acquire critical habitat in the Hoh River valley, working with
Nearly 7,000 acres managed by the Hoh River landowners and the Hoh River Trust, which is a capable and
Trust are open for public recreation. committed long-term steward of the lands. =

Alsea River, Continued

JOSH KLING

The project area follows Drift Creek along its last five
miles before it flows into Alsea Bay. Drift Creek slows into a
meandering pattern that feeds wetlands and sloughs, ideal for

juvenile coho. Acquiring the land has set the stage for extensive

restoration, including removing dikes and plugs that separated

= i SRS\ wetlands and side channels from the main stream. Lands once

Restoring Drift Creek and the Alsea River cleared for pastures are being replanted while preserving open

meadows for elk. Our current acquisition, which fronts some

WRC’s conveyance of these lands to the Siuslaw National Forest has

of the last unprotected salt marsh in the bay, will be included
set the stage for extensive restoration of coho habitat, including:

in the restoration plan. The cumulative effect will be dramatic

+ Planting trees and restoring historic vegetation improvement of coho salmon habitat.
+ Removing dikes, culverts and channel blockages This project is one of the highest priority acquisitions at the
. Reconnecting wetlands and side channels federal level for anadromous habitat in the Pacific Northwest.

Groups involved with the restoration include the Siuslaw National Forest, Alsea In addition to coho, Drift Creek supports fall Chinook, spring

Watershed Council, Midcoast Watersheds Council, Audubon Society Ten-Mile Creek Chinook, winter steelhead, cutthroat trout and other species.
Chapter, National Marine Fisheries Service, Lincoln Soil and Water Conservation District, Combining these two properties into a greater conservation
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, Port of Alsea, City of Waldport, Cascade Pacific strategy will be a huge win for the recovery of coastal coho

RC&D, Oregon State University, the Wetlands Conservancy and Waldport High School. .
salmon runs imm Oregon. u




z
E
z
&
=]
o
I
]
z
©

Summer 2010

——

Our next purchase traces several miles of the Gunnison, surrounded by the Dominguez-Esca

Gunnison River Project Moves
into National Conservation Area

COLORADO PLATEAU

he Gunnison is a major tributary
to the Colorado River, and is
remarkable for its free-flowing length,
beautiful deep canyon and habitat for

endangered warm-water fish.

Below dams in its upper reaches,
the Gunnison carves one of the most
West  at

Black Canyon. Downstream, the river

impressive  gorges in the

flows many dam-free miles, including
nearly 30 miles through the newly
designated Dominguez-Escalante
National Conservation Area (NCA).
The lower Gunnison slows to a gentler
gradient, feeding a rich riparian corridor
and sweeping past tall desert bluffs en
route to its confluence with the Colorado
River at Grand Junction.

Western  Ruvers

taking its efforts on the lower Gunnison

Conservancy is
into the Dominguez-Escalante
NCA, where we have committed to
purchase approximately 400 acres of

spectacular canyon country that trace

the river for several miles.

This lower stretch is one of few places
where Colorado pikeminnow, humpback
chub, bonytail chub and razorback sucker
still survive. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service has designated this corridor as
critical habitat for these four species of

Colorado Basin warm-water fish.

Once the property is acquired,
Western Rivers Conservancy will convey
it to the Bureau of Land Management
for inclusion in the NCA, helping to
ensure the health of the lower river and

the endangered fish it supports.

Just downstream, Western Rivers
Conservancy is also purchasing riverfront
inholdings within the BLM-managed
Bangs Recreation

Canyon  Special

Management Area.

Together, these acquisitions will
enhance what is already recognized as
a critically important river landscape
worthy of protection for endangered

species, habitat and public enjoyment. =

The lower Gunnison is
one of few places where
four species of Colorado
Basin warm-water fish
still survive, including the
razorback sucker.

lante National Conservation Area.
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Colorado
D Enlarged Area

Dominguez-

' Escalante
National
Conservation

Area

The Dominguez-Escalante
National Conservation Area

In 2009, historic legislation designated the
210,000-acre Dominguez-Escalante National
(onservation Area (NCA). This wild sanctuary
is home to diverse wildlife, ancient fossil beds,
red rock canyons and rare desert flora like the
Uinta basin hookless cactus.

A recreational paradise for boating, hiking and
other outdoor pursuits, the NCA follows 30
miles of the Gunnison River. Western Rivers
Conservancy is acquiring critical inholdings in
the river canyon that will help preserve this
important landscape.
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WESTERN RIVERS
CONSERVANCY

WWW.westernrivers.org

OUR MISSION

Western Rivers Conservancy acts to
protect outstanding river ecosystems
in the western United States.

We acquire land to conserve critical
habitat, provide public access for
compatible use and enjoyment, and
cooperate with other agencies and
organizations to secure the health
of whole ecosysterns.

STAFF
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Josh Kling,
Assistant Program Director
Mat Millenbach,
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Robert Anderson, Corrales, NM
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Cleve Pinnix, Olympia, WA
Jon Roush, Portland, OR
Darcy Saiget, White Salmon, WA
Phillip Wallin, Portland, OR
Norb Wellman, Portland, OR
Jack Williams, Chair
Medford, OR

Enjoy Great Beer, Save Great Rivers

Once again this summer, we're kicking off
our Wild Rivets partnership with Sierra
Nevada Brewing Co.

For every 12-pack of Pale Ale and Sierra

Nevada seasonal beer purchased in the western
states from August 1 through September

17, Sierra Nevada will donate a portion of

proceeds to Western Rivers Conservancy.

Sterra

Nevada s

an environmentally

responsible company that brews superb craft

beer. Our thanks to owner Ken Grossman and

SierraNevada Brewing Co. for their unwavering

support of healthy rivers! =
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AUGUST 1 - SEPTEMBER 17

¢d like to thank the generous individuals, foundations, agencies, businesses

M and organizations that make our work possible. Recent gifts are listed below.
Individuals Gary Duback Mitchell Jarrel Bonnie and Tim Newman ~ Mandy Summer Carolyn Foundation
Thomas Al Jimmy Earley Lee Jester Pat and Wally Nowak Ryan Swanson Jacob and Terese Hershey
(ho?asd L?”d w James Edmiston (ynthia and James Johnson ~ Stanley Ohara Lynne and Michael Foundation
; att i\nk ”l]) g dﬂ "5 Shawn Boles and Melva John Johnson Dennis and Susan Sweeney Maud T Kernan Donor
JECO Bn nehn ian y Edrington-Boles Darrel Johnston Ottemiller David Thomas Advised Fund of MRG
”yEvea\rn ;;S:n Don Elder John Kauffmann Jeffery and Karen Panall ~ Terry Thomas Foundation
Lewis BeyH Larrie Elhart Anne Kilkenny and Jon Doyle Pasley Felicia and Liam Thomton  Gijas W/ and Flise G.Mead
Ken Berg Dave and Nancy Ellis Naviaux Judy and Rick Pay Daniel and Martha Foundation
Drew Bernard Jeremy Eubanks Deadra Knox William Pearcy Timberlake National Fish and Wildlife
) . Norval Fairman Steven Koe David Peck Tom Toretta Foundati
Eric and Karin Bigler oundation
Michael Bland Steve Fay Peter Krohn Robert Pennel Charles Tryon The New-Land
Jacob Bloom Gregory Flannery Daniel and Pamela Kromer ~ William Petrick Allan Unbedacht Famkm e
Charles and Zoe Foster Frank Lachendo Joyce Pettijohn Peter van Alderwerelt - .
Don Bolstad ) o Dominick Villella Prairie Foundation
Steve Altshuld and Bonnie Lozt Archie e Goque Cleve and Marty Pinnix Dr LV Ward (arol and Velma Saling
g Roger Furlong Robert Lew Douglas Rathkamp and Bl .
Boone-Altshuld i ArthurWarner Foundation
(live Furrows Andrew and Becky Logan Amy Wheat .
Thomas Brady Paul Webster Weeden Foundation
John Brinkley George Gale Jon Lund Robert Reeder T
Charles Brown Jim Genes Paul and Robyn Malmberg  Daniel Reynolds SVEI NI .
John Bruce Geoffrey Gouette James Marshall Emanuel Rose EfﬁeWems/t.erveIt Agenaes &
David Burdick Gary Grayson Kevin Marshall and Sigrid ~ Kathryn Ordway and Liar:troe:Willfjsr ?ck Orgamzauons
Stephen Campen Benjamin Green Olsen James Sadler
’ . . . Serena Crawford and Oregon Department of
Hugh and Marianne Chance  James Grieve Marcia Marvin Jon Sanchez David Wilki ¥ .
Normanl@hristensen Andreas Grob Travis Mason Brian Sanda Gnd aI;/\ In\‘l\[/]is\li o . Fish & Wildife
George Cobb Tom Guerin Richard May Edwin Sanderson ay ; dejaa(ci Wil\ia?nss Rainland Fly Casters
Bruce Collins Rick Hafele Michael McGannon Louise Criswell and Jim GerotWolfgang
Stan Cook Richard Hall Nancie McGraw Sandoz Greg Wright Businesses
Bill and Jan Corriston Eleanor and Robert Dave McNamara Mark Scantlebury PhylisYes )
Margo and Michael Cowan Hammond Patrick and Rebecca McRae  Russ Schnitzer Justin Zak Filson _
Dale Cox Lisa Hansen James and Jan McRoberts  John Simons Rachel Zuses Jacob Laboratories, Inc
Laurel Dennis Kevin and Nicole Hanson ~ Mike Melchior Jennifer Sims Jeppesen
Connie and Tom Derry Michael Harves Ronald Mertens DeLos Snodgrass Foundati Mt Hood MeadQWS LLC
Timothy Devine Dave and Judy Heller E. Geoffrey Meyer Lucas and Yemaya St. Clair oundations New WaterMedla
Wayne Dockstader Bill Henry Robert and Sue Michie Judi Stewart CM.Bishop Jr. Family Premier Press
Martin Doern Stephen Hill Don Miller Jeffrey and Lauren Stiles Fund of The Oregon Schnitzerphoto.com
Sue Doroff and Holly Greg Hoffman John Miskulin Julie and Peter Stott Community Sierra Nevada
Duncan Steven Hollowell John Morris Stacia Stratton Foundation Brewing (0., Inc.
David Dow George Hudson Damon Nasman (Chris Stromsness The Bullitt Foundation Union Bank

You may send tax-deductible donations to Western Rivers Conservancy’s Portland office or visit www.westernrivers.org to contribute online.

For more information, please call David Wilkins, Development Director, at 503-241-0151 or email dwilkins@westernrivers.org
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