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Big Mammals, Rare Trout and a National Scenic Trail

The grizzly bears documented near Big Sheep Creek are believed to make up 50
fo 75 percent of Washington’s recovering grizzly population.

BiG SHEEP CREEK, WASHINGTON

n the remote northeast corner of
I\Washington, Big Sheep Creek snakes

its way out of the Monashee Mountains
and winds through a wide valley of conifer
forests, meadows and wetlands rich with
wildlife. Rare redband and bull trout inhabit
the creek, and the gentle, fertile terrain of
the river valley makes it the region’s prime
migration route for large mammals moving
north and south between Canada and the
United States. Moose, caribou, grizzly bear,
Rocky Mountain elk, mountain goat and
bighorn sheep all move regularly through the
area. The valley is also home to rare predators
like Canada lynx and wolverine.

With the goal of restoring and preserving
over four miles of high-quality wetlands
and riparian habitat in the Big Sheep Creek

Continued on page 3

WRC Expands “Chahalpam” for
Imperiled Fish and Wildlife

NORTH SANTIAM RIVER, OREGON

his spring, Western Rivers Conservancy continued an exciting

project on Oregon’s North Santiam River that will complete

an assemblage of protected riverlands for the benefit of salmon,
steelhead and other imperiled Willamette Valley wildlife. In March,
we commiitted to purchase another crucial property along the North

Santiam that will add a unique expanse of closed-canopy riparian

forest and rare wetlands to the much larger “Chahalpam” property

that WRC conserved last year. When combined with an adjacent

BLM-managed property, these lands will compose the largest, most
Oregon’s North Santiam River is important rivetland forest on the lower North Santiam.

one of the most important salmon
and steelhead streams in the
Willamette River Basin.

Formertly a family farm, the 92-acre property includes an exceptional mix of
bottomland forest, main-stem frontage, side-channel habitat and wetlands. It

also has good potential for wet prairie and floodplain restoration. Willamette

Continued on page 2
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Oregon’s Catherine Creek
has been identified as one of
the highest priority streams
in the Columbia River Basin
for salmon and steelhead
recovery.

Western pond turtles (right)
are imperiled throughout the
West and will benefit from
WRCs conservation efforts
on Oregon’s North Santiam
River. So will Chinook
salmon (below), which are
threatened or endangered
throughout much of their
range.

Riverlands

Recovery Efforts Continue on Key Salmon Stream

CATHERINE CREEK, OREGON

his February, in an effort to restore some of the

highest-priority salmon and steelhead habitat
in the Grande Ronde, Snake and Columbia River
basins, Western Rivers Conservancy purchased
a unique reach of Oregon’s Catherine Creek.
Flowing 32 miles from the Wallowa Mountains to
the Grande Ronde, Catherine Creek is particularly
important for threatened spring Chinook, which
spawn in the upper reaches of the creek, where

we are focusing our efforts. The stream reach that
passes through the 545-acre property also provides
critical habitat for bull trout and summer steelhead.

Catherine Creek has been identified as one of
the highest priorities for recovering threatened
fish species within the Columbia River basin. Yet
extensive restoration of the creek is difficult because
much of it flows through private land. When this
one-of-a-kind property came up for sale, we jumped
at the opportunity.

Now that we own the parcel, we are working to
convey it to the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla
Indian Reservation, which received funding to restore
the stream for the sake of imperiled fish. The Tribe
plans to place large woody material in-stream, replant
riparian zones, stabilize stream banks and restore
deep pools, stream-meanders and side channels. The
work will practically recreate the original stream along
a reach that was rechanneled decades ago.

While Catherine Creek is a relatively small stream,
its importance to the Grande Ronde, Snake and
Columbia Rivers is enormous. Restoring this key
reach will improve the overall health of the creek
and improve odds for some of the most imperiled
fish in the Columbia River basin. =

NORTH SANTIAM, CONTINUED

Valley wetlands and wet prairies are some of the
most endangered habitat types in Oregon, yet within
the Willamette Basin, little of this habitat is managed
for conservation. In addition to the benefits this
project will have for fish, it offers a great opportunity
to restore a small but important swath of this rare
ecosystem.

Despite the tremendous habitat values associated
with the property, the land was slated for gravel
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mining. Once WRC completes the project, the lands will be managed for the sake of fish and wildlife,

especially the recovery of rare and imperiled species like spring Chinook, winter steelhead, Oregon chub,

red-legged frog and western pond turtle.

WRC plans to convey the property to the Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde, which already cares

for the larger “Chahalpam” property that WRC conveyed to the Tribe last year. With its natural resource

expertise and cultural connections to the river, the Tribe makes the perfect conservation steward. Once

conveyed to the Tribe, the land will become part of “Chahalpam.” The name means “Place of the Santiam

Kalapuya people.” With the Tribe as a steward, the lands will also be a place conserved—a refuge for salmon,

steelhead and the diverse wildlife that makes the North Santiam a remarkable western stream. =
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One Step Closer to Re-watering the “Little Cim”

L1TTLE CIMARRON, COLORADO

ince 2012, Western Rivers Conservancy has

been working to reestablish year-round flows in
the Little Cimarron River, an outstanding Colorado
trout stream and tributary of the Gunnison River.
Our efforts on the “Little Cim” began when we
purchased a farm with senior water rights on the
McKinley Ditch, which draws from the Little
Cimarron. This January, WRC took a major step
forward when we conveyed the farm’s water rights
to Colorado Water Trust (CWT) with the goal of
dedicating them in-stream during the low flows of
late summer and early fall.

The Little Cimarron is a gem of a stream. It flows
25 miles from the Uncompahgre Wilderness to the
main-stem Cimarron, which meets the Gunnison
River at the spectacular Black Canyon of the
Gunnison National Park. The upper 13 miles have
all the qualities of a wild trout stream. Its waters are
cold and clear and teem with naturally reproducing
rainbow and brook trout. Once the river reaches
the irrigation ditches of the lower Cimarron Valley,
though, it often flows only intermittently from late
summer to early fall.

When the farm became available for purchase in
2012, WRC and CWT identified a unique opportunity
to put water back into the Little Cimarron. WRC
purchased the farm with plans to work with CWT

to dedicate the water “in-stream” during the driest
months of the year. Now that we have conveyed
the water rights to CWT, the Trust and WRC can
pursue an irrigation plan that will allow for continued
agricultural operations while keeping water in the
river when the river needs it most.

If successful, the project will reestablish perennial
flows, reconnect vital fish habitat, reduce water
temperatures in the lower river and allow trout to
repopulate the formerly de-watered reach of the
stream. For WRC, it’s a unique and exciting project—
and one with potential to serve as a model for stream
conservation not just in Colorado, but throughout
the West. =

B1G SHEEP CREEK, CONTINUED

drainage, Western Rivers Conservancy is working to purchase 2,400
acres of land along Big Sheep Creek and American Fork Big Sheep
Creek. This spring, we took the first step, signing an agreement to
purchase the initial 1,000 acres.

The land we are working to conserve, known as the Bennett Meadows
Tract, is surrounded by Colville National Forest and provides essential
habitat connectivity for imperiled Canada lynx moving between British
Columbia’s Kettle Mountains and the Washington Cascades. The
parcel also includes home range for over half the grizzly population
in Washington. The area’s small streams, ponds and wetlands offer
prime habitat for carnivores both large and small, making the property
essential to these animals and their movement throughout the region.

In addition to its importance for fish and wildlife, the land also includes a stretch of the Pacific Northwest

National Scenic Trail, which runs through the southern area of the property. Acquiring the remaining

1,400 acres will place a unique section of this scenic trail into public hands. It will improve wildlife viewing

opportunities and help ensure this recreational treasure remains intact and open to the public forever. =

WRC is working to
reestablish perennial flows on
Colorados Little Cimarron
River, an outstanding trout
stream in its upper reaches.

WRC is working to
purchase 2,400 acres along
Big Sheep Creek to protect
priority habitat for redband

trout and rare carnivores,
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OUR MISSION

Western Rivers Conservancy protects
outstanding river ecosystems in the
western United States. We acquire
land to conserve critical habitat,
provide public access for compatible
use and enjoyment, and cooperate with
other agencies and organizations to
secure the health of whole ecosysterns.
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Ten-Year Anniversary of the Hoh River Project

HoH R1VER, WASHINGTON

he Hoh River is one of the most beautiful

and biologically diverse river corridorsin the

country. Ten years ago, WRC set out to purchase

and conserve all the unprotected riverlands

between Olympic National Park (which protects

the headwaters and upper river) and the Pacific

Ocean. The result is a nearly unbroken riverland

sanctuary for fish, wildlife and people reaching

from the headwaters to the coast. In partnership
with the Wild Salmon Center, WRC created the
Hoh River Trust, which now manages the land

to ensure this majestic river remains healthy for

fish and wildlife and open to the public. Here’s

to another 10 years!

Thank you for your support!

‘ x 7e’d like to thank the generous individuals, foundations, businesses and
organizations that make our work possible. Recent gifts of $120 and above
are listed below. For a complete list, please visit www.westernrivers.org.

Individuals

Michael Aamio
Mike Aldrich
Bruce and Leslie Allbright
Randy Allworth
and Julie Miles
David Anderson
Robert and Susan Anderson
Scott Ankenbrand
Phil Armstrong
Bitsy and Denison Bacon
David Baland
Marianne and Maurice Bales
Doug and Leslie Ballinger
Brian and Sally Barker
Jerry Bamhart
and Evelyn Rose
W.Randolph Barnhart
and Mary Lou Paulsen
Dutch Baughman
Spencer and Jane Beebe
Ennalls and Suzanne Berl
Inice and Keith Beverly
Nancy and Thomas Brady
Peter and Julie Braman
Bruce and Carol Brothers
Ann and Tim Brown
Willis Brown
Mark Caffee
and Kristine Mackessy
Amy and Clifford Cancelosi
(lifford Canepa
Yvon Chouinard
Alan and Judy Christensen
Ann (laassen
James Coleman
Bill and Susan Coleman
Jim Coxand Brenda Nuckton
Michael Crawford
Robert Day
Wesley Dorne
Bill and Sally Douglas
Leo and Kay Drey
(Gary and Georgianne Duback
Michael Duffy

J Dugan Rupp
Cynthia and Jonathan Dyer
(raig Eggers
Mark Finco
Michael Findley
Dan and Sheri Foster
Paul Franklin

and Sandy Japely
William Fraser
Fred and Karen Garmire
Robert Gates
Jim Genes
Richard Glover
Debbie and George Grable
Bill Graeber

and (ynthia Wilson
Bob Graham
Meg Carman and Rob Griffith
Ken Grossman

and Katie Gonser
Paul Grycko
Amy and Chris Gulick
Thomas Haensly
Gary Hahn
Randy Hamann
Chuck Hammerstad
Lisa Hansen
Bruce Harang
Kevin Harris
John Hartmann
Jack and Susan Havens
Martin Healy
Frederick Heath
David Heck
Peter Heitman
Allan Henderson
Frances Henning
Bill Henry
Daniel Highkin

and Margaret Klute
Gregg and Sherri Hofland
Elizabeth and Michael Hom
Yoshi Hosaka
Bruce Hostetler
Mark Howitson

Grant James
Paul Jennings
Jim Johnson
Malcolm Jollie and Ann Giesel
Ric and Catherine Jones
Kathy Jubitz

and Steven Hawley
Laurence and Lori Juhnke
Frank Kawasaki
Alice and Stephen Keil
Dick and Sue Kellogg
Melissa Kephart
Simon Klevansky
(alvin and Maureen Knight
Mitch and Wendy Knight
Barbaraand J. Christian

Kryder
Randy Labbe
Ted Labbe and Kelly Rodgers
Erik and Molly Lallum
Harold Leavell
Russell Leavitt
Dexter Levandoski
Rachel Lew
Julia Kalmus and Abe Lillard
(raig Limoges
Henry Little
John MacArthur
Carter and Jennifer MacNichol
Ann Macrory
Tom Macy
Kris Maier
Richard and Elizabeth Marantz
Kimberly and Scott Martini
Travis Mason
Kevin and Cheryl Mather
Dan and Lori Maul
Dennis McCann
John and Nancy McCormick
Nancy McKay
Bruce and Claire McKnight
James and Jan McRoberts
Charles and Nancy Mertel
Mark Metzdorff
Linda and Mat Millenbach
John Miskulin

(arol and Ed Morrison
N. James Morse
Mark Moskowitz
and Mindy Cheng
Bob and Joanne Mucken
Dennis Muzzana and Kathleen
Docherty-Muzzana
Damon Nasman
Dick Neurnan
Linda Jensen
and Robert Nimmo
Gary and Marion Nitchmann
Donald Norene
Kim and Steve 0'Brien
Greg Parker
Keith Peterson
Dennis Phelps
(leve and Marty Pinnix
Harry Piper
Michael Polaire
John and Eloise Pound
Valerie Rapp
Meghan and Ryan Rech
Robert Reeder
Dane Richardson
George and Nancy Rieger
(ynthia and Ronald Rodgers
Anya Roles
Patrick Romani
Jesse Rosenzweig
James Rowen
Lee Rusconi
John Russell
and Mary Fellows
Jim Sandoz
Thomas Scanlan
and Christine Colasurdo
Charles Schweizer
Todd Shaw
Gregory and Laurene Smith
Kyle Smith
Robert Smith
Bruce Stephens
Mark Stromme
John and Melody Sullivan
Ralph and Sandra Tiedeman

DickTipton
Thomas Tongue
Tom Toretta
Thomas Truesdell

and Judith Pauwels
Keith and Lori Warren
Andrew Weiner
Norb and Ann Wellman
Dennis Wentz
Effie Westervelt
Linton Wildrick
Serena Crawford

and David Wilkins
Bruce and Stephania Williams
Joe and Marilyn Williams
Heggie and Julie Wilson
Leland Wilson
James Wright
Patty Taylor-Young

and Jim Young

Foundations

The Burning Foundation

Compton Foundation

Billand Sally Douglas Fund at
Yakima Valley Community
Foundation

Margaret Watt Edwards
Foundation

Horizons Foundation

George F. Jewett Foundation

Kenney Brothers Foundation

M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust

National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation

Piper Family Fund of the
Minneapolis Foundation

Prairie Foundation

Ray-Griffin Foundation

Rough J Ranch Foundation

(arol and Velma Saling
Foundation

Schamp Family Fund of The
Oregon Community
Foundation

Smith/Welsh Foundation

Soka Piiwa Foundation

Weyerhaeuser Family
Foundation

Wiancko Charitable
Foundation

Marie C. & Joseph C. Wilson
Foundation

Businesses
Blackrock Fund Advisors
Boeing
The Conservation Alliance
ExxonMobil
Hewlett-Packard
John Hancock Financial
Services, Inc.
Iberdrola Renewables LLC
Kerr Pacific Corporation
Law Office of Karl G. Anuta
Law of the Rockies
Medtronic
New Water Media LLC
The Opportunity Fund
Oracle Corporation
Salesforce Foundation
Shell Qil Company Foundation
Tahoe Oral Surgery and
Implant Center
Totem Ocean, Inc.

Agencies &
Organizations
Diablo Valley Fly Fishermen
Fidalgo Fly Fishers

The Fly Fisher's Place
Flycasters, Inc. of San Jose
Kitsap Fly Anglers
Northwest Fly Anglers
Sierra Nevada Conservancy
Southern Oregon Fly Fishers
South Bay Fly Fishers

Vital Ground

ONIT HSOC



