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WRC is working to
conserve Thirtymile Creek,
the most important steelhead
spawning tributary on the
lower John Day River and

a cherished access point for
anglers and hunters.
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Expanding our Efforts on Oregon’s Wild John Day River

JOHN DAY RIVER, OREGON

naking across eastern Oregon, the John Day
River winds through a land of basalt canyons
and sweeping river bends, where bighorn sheep
outnumber cars and the scent of sagebrush fills the
air. In spring and summer, boaters put in at sites like
Service Creek, Twickenham and Clarno and spend
multiple days floating the river, bass fishing and
soaking up the spectacular scenery. Each fall, hunters
and anglers return to the river just as surely as the wild
steelhead do with the coming of higher water.
The John Day is a river that is cherished like few
others. Its steelhead run is one of the healthiest in the
Pacific Northwest and its Chinook continue to hang on,
despite declining populations throughout the Columbia
Basin. But the river is at risk. Warming water temperatures, degraded spawning and rearing habitat, reduced
stream shading and seasonal water withdraws all threaten the John Day’s native fish.
This summer, in an effort to conserve more of the John Day’s finest fish and wildlife habitat, and to
conserve the largest steelhead spawning and rearing tributary on the lower river, WRC committed to purchase

the Rattray Ranch. The ranch spans four miles of Thirtymile Creek, a perennial stream Continued on page 2

Conserving a Western Icon: A New
Initiative on the Mighty Rio Grande

R10 GRANDE, COLORADO

ew rivers occupy a place in the country’s collective imagination

like the Rio Grande. One of the West’s most iconic rivers, the
“Brave River of the North” flows for neatly 2,000 miles, from its
headwaters in southwestern Colorado’s San Juan Mountains to the
Gulf of Mexico. Although much of the lower river has been diverted
or impounded by dams, extensive reaches of the upper river remain
critical to imperiled fish and wildlife and offer outstanding recreation
opportunities. In these upper reaches, Western Rivers Conservancy
has secured a rare opportunity to protect an expansive reach of

The Rio Grande flows through riverland for the benefit of fish, wildlife and people.

COZOV“‘%O‘S S‘m, L,uis Valley, where Near the Rio Grande’s headwaters, in Colorado’s high San Luis Valley, WRC
WRC is acquiring 17,808 acres

in an effort to conserve four miles
of riverland and improve public
access to this iconic stream. Continued on page 3

has committed to purchase 17,808 acres of land controlling more than four miles
of riverfront. The effort will conserve a crucial reach of the Rio Grande in an
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This summer, WRC
completed conservation of
an extensive and spectacular
viewshed above the Salmon
River and ensured continued
access to the BLM’s Pine Bar
Recreation Site.

Restoration of Thirtymile
Creek will improve habitat
and survival rates for juvenile
summer steelhead, which
become the largest smolts in
the John Day River.

n a scenic bend in Idaho’s legendary Salmon

River, Western Rivers Conservancy has
successfully protected a dramatic viewshed and
ensured the widely-loved Pine Bar Recreation Site
remains forever accessible. The project, our first on
the Salmon River, began in 2012 when we acquired
1,284 acres on a spectacular bend above the river.
We purchased the land with the goal of conserving
both the viewshed and the high-gradient creeks
that tumble down the mountainside to nourish the
river. The streams that flow through the property

Riverlands

Viewshed Forever Protected on the Salmon River

SALMON RIVER, IDAHO

directly influence habitat quality for five threatened
or endangered fish species, including sockeye,
Chinook, steelhead and migratory bull trout.

This summer, we conveyed this strategically
located property to the BLM, which will now steward
the lands for the sake of the Salmon River’s fish and
wildlife and to ensure access to Pine Bar remains
unfettered and compatible with conservation.

Our efforts at Pine Bar are integral to our larger
vision to ensure the Salmon River and its unique
riverland habitat stay healthy and accessible to all.
The Salmon River is the longest, wildest and cleanest
major river in the Rockies, flowing 425 miles from
its headwaters in the Sawtooth Mountains to its
confluence with the Snake River in Hells Canyon.
Its salmon and steelhead, which migrate farther than
any anadromous fish in the West, navigate over 900
miles on their epic journey from the Pacific Ocean.

The project conserves prime winter range for
Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep, Rocky Mountain elk,
mule deer and white-tailed deer and habitat for black
bear and mountain lion. The steep grasslands are
believed to shelter two ESA-listed plants—Spalding’s
catchfly and MacFarlane’s four o’clock—and to
support sensitive species like peregrine and prairie
falcon, mountain quail and western toad. =

JOoHN DAY RIVER, CONTINUED

that nourishes the John Day with a steady flow of
cold water and once provided some of the best
habitat for summer steelhead in the lower river. In
terms of Columbia Basin steelhead recovery, this is
an tremendous opportunity.

From a recreation perspective, WRC’s purchase
of the ranch is equally important. For countless
anglers, hunters and boaters, Rattray Ranch is the only
access point along a 70-mile stretch of the river. By
purchasing the ranch and conveying it to the BLLM,
we can ensure this special area remains open to all.

The ranchlands are also critical to the region’s
unique wildlife. The property lies adjacent to the
Thirtymile Wilderness Study Area and supports
some 650 bighorn sheep, the largest herd in Oregon.
Rocky Mountain elk, mule deer, pronghorn antelope,
mountain lion, raptors, upland game birds and
numerous sensitive bird species all inhabit the area.

WRC plans to acquire the ranch in December
2014 and convey it to the BLM once funds are
available. While we own the ranch, we will continue
to manage it as private property, with conservation
a top priority. Once in BLM hands, the property
can then be carefully managed for the sake of its
incredibly unique fish and wildlife and to ensure
ongoing, compatible public access to one of Oregon’s
most beloved rivers. =
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Completing Conservation of an Arizona Treasure

FossiL CREEK, ARIZONA

lowing from a series of mineral springs in

central Arizona, Fossil Creek is known for its
travertine pools and stunning aquamarine water. In
an arid landscape it is a lush oasis, providing habitat
for rare native fish, beavers, otters, leopard frogs,
bats and an extraordinary array of bird species.

Sadly, this gem of a stream was dewatered for over
a century. But restoration efforts by Arizona Fish and
Game, US. Forest Service and others brought the
creek back to life. The dam was removed, and today
Fossil Creek is considered the most successful river
recovery project in the Southwest. It is now one of
only two Wild and Scenic Rivers in all of Arizona.

This summer, WRC committed to purchase the last
unprotected parcel of land within the Fossil Creek
Wild and Scenic River corridor. Although at 20 acres
the property is relatively small, the impact of buying
the land will be significant. The effort will benefit
the creek’s rich fish and wildlife, protect outstanding
scenic areas and archeological resources, and improve
efforts by the Cococino National Forest to manage
an increasing number of visitors.

What makes the effort truly worthwhile is the
diversity of wildlife the creek supports. In all, more
than 80 special-status species inhabit the area. Fifteen
bat species occur in the river corridor, as do numerous
bird species, including black hawks, peregrine falcons,

bald eagles, Bell’s vireos, Lucy’s warblers and verdins.
Following a decade of recovery work, the stream
again supports nine native fish species, including
spikedace, loach minnow, Gila topminnow, speckled
dace and Sonora sucker. Along with the stream’s
unique mineral formations, the presence of these
fish gives the creek national significance.

Fossil Creek also contains evidence of thousands
of years of human habitation, including pit house
villages, pueblo sites, rock art sites and more. Today,
as more and more people rediscover and visit Fossil
Creek, WRC’s efforts will help Cococino National
Forest ensure public enjoyment while minimizing
impact on this fragile desert river ecosystem. =

R1I0 GRANDE, CONTINUED

area that has lost significant fish and wildlife habitat to development,

and where precious little riverfront is accessible to the public.

The project lies within the congressionally designated Rio Grande
Natural Area, located between the Alamosa National Wildlife Refuge
and New Mexico’s Rio Grande Wild and Scenic River corridor. Our
acquisition of these lands will allow for restoration of stream habitat,
which will benefit imperiled native fish like the Rio Grande chub and

Rio Grande sucket.

The San Luis Valley sits at the western edge of the Central Flyway

and provides crucial habitat for an array of migratory bird species,

including ducks, cranes, geese and an estimated 95% of the Rocky

Mountain’s sandhill crane population. The area also provides habitat

for a plethora of songbird species, and the reach WRC will purchase has been designated critical habitat

for the endangered southwestern willow flycatcher.

It is rare for a San Luis Valley property of this size to come up for sale along the Rio Grande. Given the
opportunity, we are moving quickly to acquire these lands. Once the project is complete, an extensive and

important reach of this great river will be conserved and open to the public forever. =

In Arizona, WRC is
acquiring the last piece of
privately owned land within
the Fossil Creek Wild and
Scenic River corridor and
plans to convey it to the
Cococino National Forest for
permanent protection.

WRC5 efforts on the Rio
Grande will conserve habitat

for endangered southwestern

willow flycatcher.
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OUR MISSION

Western Rivers Conservancy protects
outstanding river ecosystems in the
western United States. We acquire
land to conserve critical habitat,
provide public access for compatible
use and enjoyment, and cooperate with
other agencies and organizations to
secure the health of whole ecosysterns.
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Board of Directors Welcomes Two New Members

Tim Wood
Retired, Director of Oregon Parks
and Recreation Department

Tim Wood has been a friend

and supporter of Western

Rivers Conservancy for neatly

20 years. He has a great love for rivers and brings
to WRC’s Board a deep understanding of the
community values that natural streams provide.
During his tenure as Director of Oregon Parks
and Recreation Department, Tim championed our
efforts to create Cottonwood Canyon State Park,
which forever protected 16 miles of Oregon’s
John Day River and enabled extensive restoration
along one of its key cold-water tributaries.

Bill Brown
Retired, President
Green Diamond Resource Company

Bill Brown is a longtime

supporter of river conserva-

tion and for two decades has

been a friend of WRC. Bill served as President
of Green Diamond Resource Company and
brings an invaluable natural resource business
perspective to WRC. Under his leadership, Green
Diamond’s California operations were certified by
the Forest Stewardship Council, and Bill has ex-
tensive knowledge of working with conservation
organizations to devise creative ways of protect-
ing sensitive natural areas in forested landscapes.
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Cleve Pinnix, Olympia, WA
Norb Wellman, Portland, OR
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Randy Allworth Aaron Enz Marshall and Pat Kilduff
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Kathy Alvord Gerlich Henry Field Stephen Koch
(raig Anderson and Sandra Gamble and Kathryn Nyrop
David Anderson James Fisher (raig Koeppler
Jim Amett Bruce Forsythe Pete Krebs
Bitsy and Denison Bacon Charles and Zoe Foster Rick Krizanich
David Baland Charlie and Mikal Foushee Suzanne Lagoni
Rich Banks Heidi Frederick Terry Lambeth
Tim and Leslie Banks Anthony Gades Anadel Law
Jerry Bamhart George Gale Patrick Lee
and Evelyn Rose Bill Gardner Scott Leete
Lewis Bell Peyton Gaskill Donald Levens
James Bisqard Bill and Melinda Gates Michael Lewis
and Kathryn Temple Robert Gates Julia Kalmus and Abe Lillard
Randy Blair Sharon and Terry Gatz (raig Limoges
Michael Boeder Rodney Gilge Lynn and Jack Loacker
Harold Boswell Jay Gilson Alfred Lounsbury
Hugh Boyd Jane Glazer Carter and Jennifer MacNichol
Winston Bradshaw David Godfiey Ann Macrory
Chris Brand Jim Goedhart Matt Markiewicz
Bill Brown Red Goodwin James Marshall
John and Starla Budlong Andrew Gottlieb Jed Marshall
William and Janet Bush Geoffiey and Jacki Gouette ~ Kevin Marshall
Eugene Butler Steve Green and Sigrid Olsen
Amy and Clifford Cancelosi and Heather Palonder Travis Mason
Clifford Canepa Emily Grey Tim McDowd
Charles Chesnut ll Gary Hahn Nancy McKay
David Christiansen Lisa Hansen Dave McNamara
Bruce Collins James Hanson (Gregg and Kathleen Melton
Dennis Collins Jack and Susan Havens Charles and Nancy Mertel
and Mary Ann Weber Frederick Heath Ronald Mertens
Dale Cox Stephen Hegedus Linda and Mat Millenbach
Steve Cummins Peter Heitman John Miskulin
Allen and Delphine Damon Bill Henry (arol and Ed Morrison
Kenneth Dayton James Hill Bob and Joanne Mucken
Marshall Deacon Jim Hirzel Dorcas Adkins
Delaney and Justin Dechant John Holing and Patricia Munoz
Annette Demsey Steven Hollowell Dennis Muzzana and Kathleen
and Erik Richmond Pat and Richard Holten Docherty-Muzzana
Dennis Di Julio Harry Hoogesteger Laurance Narbut
David Douglas Carol and Ron Hulett Damon Nasman

Thank you for your support!

‘ x 7e'd like to thank the generous individuals, foundations, businesses and
organizations that make our work possible. Recent gifts of $100 and above
are listed below. For a complete list, please visit www.westernrivers.org;

Bonnie and Tim Newman Kim Swartz National Fish and Wildlife
Gary and Marion Nitchmann ~ Bill and Sara Tattam Foundation
Mary Oberst Kimberly and Mark Taylor Oregon Parks Foundation
andTed Kulongoski Feliciaand Liam Thornton Fund of The Oregon
Kim and Steve O'Brien ClayTrenz Community Foundation
Francis Ogden Cathy and Peter Tronquet The Oregon Community
Greq Parker Patrick Troy ‘Foundation
Jay Parker Trust David Vangilder DaV‘E & Lgcw\_e Packard
Gregory and Myra Parrott John Voigt S IOUFn atéon_
Chris Paszty Meredith and e oundation
Dr. William G, Pearcy Patrick von Tschamer Jm T:nd Gllanergo\?lg;n
Keith Peterson Norb and Ann Wellman S?IE?(IJ%/ Vgne oitne
. : ; y Community
Richard Pettit David Wensky Foundation
(leve and Marty Pinnix Effie Westervelt a
Andrea and Ma)\/colm Powell  Carl Westphal iselE e el
Charlene Price Tony Wilbert s
John Purdy Linton Wildrick Businesses
Brooks and Suzanne Ragen (indy Deacon Williams Blackrock Fund Advisors
Per Ramfjord and Jack Williams Boeing
Pamela Reagan Brett Wolfe The Conservation Alliance
Robert Reeder Gemnot Wolfgang Cottonwood Camp
Greg Rhodes Melissa Stevens FastBurn
Dane Richardson and Don Wood Evermine
Jerry and Sandy Robbins Sharon and Tim Wood Green Diamond Resource
Anya Roles James Wright Company
Noah and Tamara Rowles Ken and Ruth Wright Iberdrola Renewables LLC
Darcy and Dave Saiget Phyllis Yes John Hancock Financial
Jon Sanchez Patty Taylor-Young Services, Inc.
Brian Sanda and Jim Young KEJ. Builders
Jim Sandoz Robert Young Law Office of Karl G. Anuta
Anthony Sartoris Dale Zulauf Nike
Frederick Sayer Portland General Electric
Thomas Scoggins FOUﬂd&ﬁOﬂ.S Saraveza Bottle Shop & Pasty
Patricia Serrurier Tavern
Aaron Smith William M. Brod Fund of Sierra Nevada Brewing
James Smith The Oregon Community (o, Inc.
Jerry Smith Foundation Union Bank Foundation
Morgan Smith The Bullitt Foundation ~ Theital Ground Foundation
Sidney Smith The Burch-Safford Foundation .
! The Collins Foundation &
Lorenzo Snider . AgeﬂCICS
and Cheryl Nangeroni Lisa and Douglas Goldman Or: izations
Kris Spanjian Fund )
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Leon Speroff George F. Jewett Foundation  Flycasters, Inc. of San Jose
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(raig Steele y . prly Ang
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