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Letter from the President

The American West is a big place, and for those who live here, it can mean different 
things. But if you start pulling people aside and asking us what we love about it, the
answers begin looking the same. The open space. The wildlife. The mountains. The
trails. The fish. And, of course, that aqueous element of the natural world that ties it all 
together: rivers. 

If there is a moment when we need to pay extra attention to our rivers, it’s now. The 
first reason should be obvious: The health of our rivers, and all that depends on them,
are increasingly threatened. But there is another reason. Rivers are the link between 
us—between rural and urban, angler and hiker, hunter and paddler, boater and bird 
watcher—a link that is now, more than ever, critical to cultivate and protect. 

Western Rivers Conservancy accomplishes as much as we do because we
have the support of people from all walks of life: anglers and hunters need healthy
watersheds and public access. Ranch-owners want to leave a legacy of open space for 
future generations. Paddlers need boating access and clean water. Hikers need trail
access. Communities everywhere need clean water and parks. And we all need clean
watersheds and healthy habitat.

Without healthy rivers for fish and wildlife, we lose what brings us together. We all 
want a West that has strong runs of salmon and steelhead. We want rivers that teem
with trout and mountain whitefish and all the other species of fish make up a functioning
stream. We want to look around us and see pronghorn through the sagebrush, herds of
elk in the forest, and peregrine falcons and canyon wrens in the cliff-sides. 

This annual report, like all annual reports, is a look back. Last year, we
accomplished a lot for our rivers. Taking stock of these accomplishments is also (and 
perhaps even more so) a look forward. All of these projects were and are an investment
in the future—in our future, the future of the West, the future for our children and the
future of the incredible fish and wildlife that depend on our rivers to survive. 

Thanks to your support, WRC was able to launch, continue or complete projects on
16 different rivers across the West in 2017. From the Sonoran Desert in Arizona to the
rain-soaked forests of Washington, we are making a lasting difference for our rivers and 
the fish and wildlife that need them. We’re also making a difference for each and every 
one of us—because we all need healthy rivers. 

Thank you for making this important work possible. I hope to see you on the river.

Sue Doroff, 
President					

Saving Open Space and Connecting People 
to the Upper Rio Grande

A Lasting Impact on 
Our Rivers and the West.

Protecting a Steelhead Stronghold in
the Heart of the Sagebrush-Steppe

Keeping Park Lands Open and Protected 
on a Cherished Oregon River

Safeguarding a Riverland Oasis at 
the Edge of the Sonoran Desert

Conserving a Cold-Water Lifeline for 
Salmon on California’s Redwood Coast

Protecting Habitat and Public Access 
on a Prime Colorado Trout Stream

Returning Water to California’s Most 
Important Coho Salmon Stream

Forging a New Path in Idaho to Improve the 
Health of Salmon River Tributaries

Program Highlights

Additional Accomplishments

Conejos River, Rio Grande
C o l o r a d o

In an effort to protect outstanding 
habitat for imperiled birds and other 
wildlife, WRC continued working to
conserve a ranch at the confluence of
the Conejos River and the Rio Grande. 

Gunnison River
C o l o r a d o

In Colorado, WRC continued its effort 
to secure the future of the Dominguez-
Escalante National Conservation Area, 
working to conserve additional lands 
by adding them to this extraordinary 
protected area.

Chehalis River
W a s h i n g t o n

WRC launched an effort to complete 
the Chehalis River Surge Plain 
Natural Area Preserve, the largest 
and best tidal surge plain wetland in 
Washington, with crucial habit for fish 
and wildlife. 

South Fork Antelope Creek
C a l i f o r n i a

In northern California, we are working 
to preserve outstanding habitat for 
threatened salmon and steelhead by
conserving 2.5 miles of this crucial 
tributary to the upper Sacramento River.

Mojave River
C a l i f o r n i a

WRC continued its effort to protect this 
rare desert oasis by conserving a five-
mile reach of the “Transition Zone,” 
one of the rare stretches of the Mojave 
River that flows above ground. 

Texas Creek, Rio Grande
C o l o r a d o

At the eastern edge of Colorado’s 
Weminuche Wilderness, WRC acquired 
a property to protect fish and wildlife 
habitat and create public bank access 
for boaters, hikers, anglers and others. 

Rio Grande, Alamosa
C o l o r a d o

In Colorado’s San Luis Valley, WRC 
launched a project to expand public 
open space for the city of Alamosa 
by conserving a family ranch that will 
soon anchor the city’s riverland trail 
and park system. 

Sandy River
O r e g o n

On Oregon’s glacially-fed Sandy River, 
WRC protected another 186 acres of 
outstanding fish and wildlife habitat, 
bringing our total to more than 5,100 
acres conserved in the Sandy system.

Little Cimarron River
C o l o r a d o

Throughout 2017, WRC continued 
its work to reestablish year-round 
flows on the Little Cimarron River, an 
outstanding Colorado trout stream 
and key tributary to the Gunnison River.

Financial Statements, FY 2017

Our staff Our board Our partners

Nearly three decades ago, Western Rivers Conservancy set out to protect the 
finest remaining rivers in the West. Our idea was simple: Buy land along rivers and 
convey it to the best long-term steward available, delivering permanent protection 
and public access for all. Our efforts have paid off. Over the past 29 years we have 
conserved 116,731 acres along more than 60 rivers in nine states. Today, our projects 
include some of the most important conservation efforts in the West. Read more

Unrestricted Temporarily Permanently Total Total

Restricted Restricted 2017 2016

Revenues
Contributions and grants	 $ 1,396,937	 3,714,957	 2,500	 5,114,394	 5,152,211

In-kind contributions	   1,256,997			 1,256,997	 45,703   

Investment return	  242,547			 242,547    237,536    

Gain realized on sale of land	  483,225			 483,225	 518,400

Proceeds from sale of carbon offset credits	 5,084,300			 5,084,300	    -

Reimbursements, service fees & other	 1,641,044			 1,641,044	 370,161         

Total revenues	 10,105,050	 3,714,957	  2,500	 13,822,507	 6,324,011

Net assets released from restriction	 4,185,208	 (4,185,208)	   -    -	    -

Total revenues & other support 14,290,258	 (470,251)	  2,500	 13,822,507	 6,324,011

Expenses
Program 4,933,662 			 4,933,662	 6,263,529

Management and general	 476,454			 476,454	 486,750

Fundraising 409,954 409,954	 323,417

Total expenses	 5,820,070		 - 5,820,070 7,073,696 

Change in net assets	 8,470,188	 (470,251)	 2,500	 (749,685)

Net assets at beginning of year	 12,689,117	 7,855,979	 1,152,466	 22,447,247

Net assets at end of year	 $ 21,159,305 7,385,728	 1,154,966	

	



 21,697,562

This financial information is excerpted from Western Rivers Conservancy’s audited financial statements. To obtain a complete copy of the audit 
by Gary McGee & Co., please contact Western Rivers Conservancy.

Consolidated Statement of Financial Position
As of September 30, 2017

2017 2016
Assets
Cash and cash equivalents	 $7,519,835	 3,674,504

Restricted deposits and reserves	 926,703	 1,073,449

Receivables: contributions, interest and other	 1,186,722	 1,340,962

Prepaid expenses and deposits	 95,857	 82,789

Investments 2,032,385 1,251,717

Notes receivable	 16,761,020	 16,761,020

Land holdings, equipment and other assets	 57,026,814	 35,747,447

Total assets	 $85,549,336	 59,931,888

Liabilities
Accounts payable, grants payable, deferred revenue and accrued expenses	  283,286 552,663

Funds held for others	  1,616,000	 1,291,000

Notes and interest payable   	  53,950,051	 36,390,663

Total liabilities	  55,849,337	 38,234,326

Net Assets
Unrestricted	  21,159,305	 12,689,117

Temporarily restricted 	   7,385,728	 7,855,979

Permanently restricted  1,154,966	 1,152,466

Total net assets	  29,699,999	 21,697,562

Total liabilities and net assets	 $85,549,336	 59,931,888

Consolidated Statement of Activities 
For the fiscal year ending September 30, 2017

Tributary 
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31
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144
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94,750

Robert Anderson, 
Board Chair

Rio Grande

C o l o r a d o

WRC made critical headway in its effort to protect over 18,000 acres 
along the upper Rio Grande and its tributaries, creating public access

and conserving prime habitat in the San Luis Valley.

John Day

O r e g o n

WRC continued its effort to protect dozens of miles of the lower 
John Day, including its most important cold-water tributaries and 

thousands of acres of rare sagebrush-steppe habitat. 

North Umpqua

O r e g o n

WRC forever protected prime salmon habitat and old-growth forest 
that was threatened when the cherished Swiftwater Park, at the 

entrance to the North Umpqua Trail, was put up for sale.

East Verde River

a r i z o n a

WRC launched an effort to safeguard access to the Mazatzal 
Wilderness and protect a prime reach of the East Verde River, a major 

tributary of Arizona’s outstanding Verde River.

Klamath River

c a l i f o r n i a

In the heart of redwood country, WRC neared completion of the Blue
Creek Salmon Sanctuary, an effort to conserve the lifeline of the

Klamath and return the Yurok spiritual homeland to the Yurok people. 

Rio de Los Pinos

C o l o r a d o

WRC succeeded in protecting the first of two family ranches on the 
Rio de Los Pinos, an outstanding trout stream winding through a 

scenic alpine meadow in Colorado’s San Luis Valley.

South Fork Scott River

c a l i f o r n i a

In Northern California, WRC acquired a crucial 2,236-acre ranch 
that will allow us to restore habitat and return water to the most 

important river in the state for wild coho salmon. 

Goat Falls Ranch

i d a h o

WRC deepened its commitment to Idaho’s Salmon River by purchasing
a 364-acre ranch to permanently return water to two crucial salmon-

rearing streams in the Sawtooth Valley.




